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MONTHLY ROUNDUP

The monthly roundup of the Asfari Institute

for Civil Society and Citizenship is a

summary of :

• Events organized by the institute

• Events attended by team members

• Publications

• Interviews

• Research and projects updates

• New team members



الجامعةفيمركزهفيوالمواطنةالمدنيللمجتمعالأصفريمعهدعقد

الناشطية"مشروعتيسيرللجنةالمغلقالأولالاجتماعبيروتفيالأميركية

لرصدهخلالمنالمعهديسعىوالذي،"الاجتماعيوالنوعالثقافةميدانيفي

.واليمنبنان،لسوريا،منكلفيوالثقافةالنسويةحقليفيالمدنيةالناشطية

نوقشتولرصدهاالمشروعيتطلعالتيالأساسيةالموضوعاتعرضتموقد

المخططعلىالميسّرونواتفقحسبها،العملسيتمالتيالمنهجيةالآليات

اجةالخودينا.دمنكلالجلساتأداروقد.القادمةالأشهرفيللعملالزمني

.عباسحسّان.ود

Events Organized – Steering Committee Meeting

Program/ Project: 
"في ميداني الثقافة والنوع الاجتماعيالناشطية"-الثقافة كمقاومة 

Donor: Ford Foundation

Date: 1- 2 April

الاجتماع الثاني للجنة التيسير



The workshop gathered young Arab scholars from both Arab and

Western Universities who are conducting research on their region,

and provided them with a platform to present their research work and

get constructive feedback from prominent senior scholars from AUB,

LAU, and Durham University. Researchers of the Asfari Institute

(AI) have also presented their past and current research work, which

covered different issues - from gender discrimination in Arab public

policies and particularly in Arab tax systems to the impact and

implications of women empowerment programs on displaced Syrian

women – and have received eye-opening questions and comments

from the participants and discussants.

Events Organized – Workshop
APSN Research Development Workshop

Date: 11 April

Location: Asfari Institute for Civil Society and 

Citizenship



The Arab Political Science Network (APSN) invited several

Arab scholars residing in Lebanon and beyond, to attend a

meeting that took place at the Asfari Institute for Civil Society

and Citizenship. The main purpose of the meeting was to

discuss the mission of APSN, the future of planned activities

and possible collaborations with other institutes and universities

including AUB and LAU. In addition, the meeting conferred the

organizational structure of the APSN, its strategic planning and

the added value the network could bring to political science

without replicating the work of similar initiatives and networks.

Events Organized – Meeting
APSN Meeting

Date: 12 April

Location: Asfari Institute for Civil Society and 

Citizenship



يةالأميركالجامعةفيوالمواطنةالمدنيللمجتمعالأصفريمعهدأعلن

لجائزة(2019–2018)الأولىالدورةفيالفائزاسمبيروتفي

وبعد.يرةالقصالقصةلكتابةالسنةهذهوالمخصصةالثقافيةالأصفري

هذهفيبالجائزةستحظىالتيالنصوصحولبينهمفيمامعمّقتداول

اثنينفائزيناختيارعلىالتوافقإلىالمحكمونانتهىالأولى،الدورة

:وهما،(فائزلكلدولارآلافخمسة)مناصفةالجائزةلاقتسام

(قطرفيمقيمسوري)ناصيفأنس•

(هولاندافيمقيمسوري)الجوديحسّان•

Events Organized – Award Winner’s Announcement

Program/ Project:
الثقافة كمقاومة

Date: 30 April

"الثقافيةالأصفريجائزة "إعلان الفائزين بـ 



Sylvain Perdigon, assistant professor of anthropology at the ‘Sociology,

Anthropology and Media Studies’ department at the American University of

Beirut, presented his most recent work at a lecture that shoots off from a

statement by the feminist historian of science Donna Haraway, “Right now,

the earth is full of refugees, human and not, without refuge”. According to

Perdigon, the edge and force of Haraway's formulation lie in suggesting, of

course, that the problem of refuge straddles human and non-human

“lifeworlds”. Accordingly, he says that the same modern age that invented the

refugee will also be the age in which humans started to grapple with a new

and bleak understanding of themselves as a cataclysmic ‘biogeological’ agent.

Organizing Entity: Center for Arts & 

Humanities (CAH) at AUB

Date: 5 April

Location: Building 37, AUB

“Steps to an Ecology of Refuge 
(Along with a Manifesto for the Environmental Humanities at AUB)”

Events Attended – Lecture



This event aimed at disseminating the research findings of the report on “Poverty

Alleviation and Arab Women Refugees in the Middle East: Empowerment through

Grassroots Micro-entrepreneurship”. The discussion was heated since some people

in the audience questioned the methodology adopted (the interviewees were

substantive and not "transformative" entrepreneurs which affect the research

recommendations). Also, NGO and MFO practitioners from the audience debated

that governmental Organizations and Micro Finance Organizations do contribute to

the growth of micro-finance but the adopted research methodology does not reflect

these facts.

Organizing Entity: Issam Fares Institute for 

Public Policy and International Affairs

Date: 9 April

Location: Conference Room – IFI, AUB

Poverty Alleviation and Arab Women Refugees in the Middle East : 
Empowerment through Grassroots Micro-entrepreneurship (Jordan, Turkey, Lebanon)

Events Attended – Lecture



China’s ambassador to Lebanon, Mr. Wang Kejian, was hosted in order to discuss

China’s Belt & Road Initiative (BRI) in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)

and more specifically Lebanon. According to Mr Wang, the BRI, also defined as the

Eurasia belt road and maritime, is the 21st century version of the Chinese Silk Road,

the ancient network of trade routes that connected the East and West that was central

to cultural interaction between the regions for many centuries. The ambassador

finished his talk announcing that China is building a new music conservatory as a

symbol of goodwill and cultural exchange.

Organizing Entity: Public Policy and 

International Affairs (PPIA) students at AUB

Date: 25 April

Location: Conference Room – IFI, AUB

Meeting with China’s ambassador to Lebanon, Wang Kejian

Events Attended – Lecture



Title: 

مصرفيالغضبوجمالياتالآرتيفيزم:السلطةوجهخربشة

Author(s): 

عبده موسى البرماوي

Summary:

فيالفنمستخدمة  نشطتالتيوالروابطالمجموعاتأنّ مفادهافرضيةالورقةتطرح
ضبالغبمساروهبوط ا،صعود احركتهافيارتبطتقدالعربيالربيعسياق

تنظيميشكلإلىتحولهاعطلما،5قصيرتعبئةدوراتضمنوتعاقبتالجماهيري،
خالمنوذلكمهمتها،انجازفيالقصيرةالدوراتنجحتوإنبالديمومة،يتسم

منابالانسح–الانخراطديناميةالورقةتتناول.السلطةلحيزالبصريالاحتلال
تناوبنّ إالقائلالطرحمستنتجةالمتعاقبة،الانخراطوأفعالالتعبئةدوراتمنظور
لاءهؤتوجهبوصلةتعدلظلت"العامبالهمالانشغال"و"الخاصةالسعادة"حوافز

شاعرممعجنبإلىجنباالانسحاب،/الانخراطلقراردافعكعامللتلعبالناشطين،
لعالمهمفلبناءمركّبةعدسةالورقةتوظفّالإشكالية،هذهولسبر.والرضاالإحباط
وكيفيين،وحركفنانينمنفاعليهبينالتفاعلوآلياتللآرتيفيزمالجمعيالفعل

عنبرّيعتشاركيفعلإلىويترجمهابعينهاأهداف ايدمجنحوعلىخطابهمصاغوا
.وتصوراتهمهويتهم

Publications



Title: 

The Specter of ‘Politics’ and Ghosts of ‘Alternatives’ Past:
Lebanese ‘Civil Society’ and the Antinomies of Contemporary
Politics

Author(s): 

Mona Khneisser, Junior Researcher at Asfari Institute

Summary:

Exploring the recent developments in ‘alternative’ collective
action in Lebanon, this research makes use of a content analysis
of Facebook campaigning posts and interview data to study
actors’ contending relations to ‘the political.’ The research
concludes that rather than reconcile citizens with political
participation, nascent groups that claim to represent ‘alternatives’
to the ‘corrupt’ political parties and sectarian political order,
instead advance a consensual understanding of politics and social
change that is more techno-moral and less contentious.

Publications



Book Title: 

The Specter of ‘Politics’ and Ghosts of ‘Alternatives’ Past:
Lebanese ‘Civil Society’ and the Antinomies of Contemporary
Politics

Chapter Author(s): 

Mona Khneisser, Junior Researcher at Asfari Institute

Summary:

This book examines the ways in which Arab civil society actors
have attempted to influence public policies. In particular, the
book studies the drive towards a change of policies that affect
women and their well-being. It does so through the lens of
women civil society activism and through analysis of cases of
policy reform in three Arab countries namely: Lebanon, Morocco
and Yemen. Asfari Institute’s Mona Khneisser is the author of the
book’s first chapter titled, ‘Civil Societies’ and the Arab
Uprisings-Prospects for Socio-political Change: A Comparative
Analysis of the On-going Tunisian and Egyptian Plight

Publications


