Zohra Bensemra: Honesty and Photography
The Arab world has been in a con nuous state of con ict and war for the past couple of
decades. Being di cult and heartbreaking to document those events, Zohra Bensemra shows
how the personal and professional aspects of her life intersect, building a unique personality.
Zohra is an Algerian photographer, or photojournalist, who currently works for Reuters. She has
documented wars across North Africa, the Middle East, and Near East, including acts of
terrorism that put her life at stake. Working for more than 25 years, Zohra recalls the events
that shaped her thoughts and behaviors, especially her love toward Algeria.
As a young girl, Zohra always wanted to become an ophthalmologist and, being the
persistent person she always has been, she did not change her mind. Zohra recalls an incident
from her childhood that spiked her interest in photography. As a young girl, Zohra used to take
her brother’s camera in secret. Her brother did not comment on that un l it became repe ve.
A er he saw Zohra’s interest in the camera, he bought her one to use herself. Zohra began using
her new camera and had her brother develop the lm once it was complete. This, however, did
not impact her decision in studying medicine, as she remained determined to pursue this path.
Zohra’s choice in her current career was spontaneous. When she was around 20 years
old, her friend approached her telling her that she found an interes ng job opening for her. A
local independent newspaper was hiring a photographer to document stories and news. Zohra
thought it would be a good idea to apply but was uncertain about it since she had no
experience in photojournalism nor a degree in that eld. When she was hired, she had her
doubts, however, she worked hard to prove that she was able to convey reality in her
photography. Gaining experience and recogni on from that newspaper during important events
in the country led Zohra to larger opportuni es, as she was hired by Reuters.
A family’s opinion always leaves a trace in one’s mind. Zohra’s family was suppor ve
growing up. She never felt that her parents discouraged her from pursuing what she loved.
However, this was di erent when she decided to go into photojournalism where she had to be
on the ba leground. Being the way parents are, Zohra’s father opposed her decision out of fear
that something bad was going to happen to her. His fear was not because Zohra was a girl but
solely on the basis that he did not want any of his children to be in a posi on where injuries or
death are possible. Despite that, Zohra decided to proceed with what she started with and le
her family’s house in pursuit of her career. As she told her father, Zohra is a strong believer in
fate, and what happens to one, whether on the ba leground or in their bedroom, is meant to
happen and no one can stop that or reverse me.
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The rst major event that Zohra had to document was the Algerian war (1991-2002).
Being discouraged by her surrounding to go to the ba leground and photograph the events,

Zohra built the courage to challenge her reality. She vividly remembers the rst photographs she
took and the breakdown she had when she took them.
Zohra men ons that if she did not develop the lm amidst the chaos, she would not
have con nued her career as a photojournalist. Despite being afraid to develop the lm that
day, Zohra’s friend decided to develop the lm for her because she knew how important it was
for her. Zohra woke up the next day to have developed di erent emo ons, ready to face any
challenge that might arise in her career. This event, being her rst, was repeated over the years
during other major events around the Arab region. Zohra recalls being in Lebanon during the
2006 war against Israel. She retells the story when she documented the bombing of Qana in
South Lebanon. The same tears shed; Zohra learned how to work past her emo ons because
the world was wai ng for the story.
During her work in Algeria, Zohra faced no discrimina on being a woman in journalism.
She believes that women are not seen as inferior in the eld of journalism since society aims at
raising strong independent women. Zohra recalls going on a work trip to Iraq during the
con icts where she received a misogynist comment from a colleague. Being told to go back
home because she was a woman was not easy to hear. Zohra, being the strong character that
she is, fought back and stood up for her right. She refused to be told what to do based on her
gender. Zohra highlights being supported by her supervisor at Reuters at the me who did not
accept any type of discrimina on.
Zohra feels that the history of their country or what has it contributed to remains
unknown. She acknowledges that many inven ons arose from the Arab region through Arab
and Muslim scholars, but few seem to remember that. Despite her love for Algeria, she believes
that schools play a role in building genera ons that love the country uncondi onally without
being able to cri cize any wrongdoings. This, according to Zohra, causes con ict and leads
people to leave the country when something is not right, instead of staying and gh ng for its
reform.
If there is one quality that Zohra wants girls to have, it would be honesty. She believes
that being dishonest would not allow any girl to have a frui ul career and lead a healthy life.
From her work experiences, Zohra saw rsthand how dishonesty caused tremendous e ects on
people’s lives and minds. She discusses honesty from two angles. The rst is being honest and
true to oneself and listening to what the mind is saying and the second is being honest in one’s
work and portraying the real image of reality. Zohra no ced the la er being di cult in today’s
world where photoshop is used in photojournalism and falsi ed informa on is being spread.
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This story was wri en by Tamara Sleiman

زھﺮة ﺑﻦ ﺳﻤﺮة :اﻟﻤﺼﺪاﻗﯿّﺔ واﻟﺘّﺼﻮﯾﺮ
ﻣـﺎ زال اﻟـﻌﺎﻟـﻢ اﻟـﻌﺮﺑـﻲ ﯾـﺘﺨﺒّﻂ ﺑـﯿﻦ اﻷزﻣـﺎت واﻟﺤـﺮوب ﻣـﻨﺬ اﻟـﻌﻘﺪﯾـﻦ اﻟـﻤﺎﺿـﯿﯿﻦ .وﻓـﻲ ھـﺬا اﻟـﺼّﺪد ،ﺗﺠﺴّـﺪ زھـﺮة ﺑـﻦ ﺳـﻤﺮة
ﻛـﯿﻒ ﯾـﺒﻨﻲ اﻻﻟـﺘﻘﺎء ﺑـﯿﻦ ﺟـﺎﻧـﺒ ّﻲ اﻟـﺤﯿﺎة اﻟـ ّﺸﺨﺼﻲ واﻟـﻌﻤﻠﻲ ﺷـﺨﺼﯿّﺔ ﻓـﺮﯾـﺪة ﻛـﻮن ﺗـﻮﺛـﯿﻖ ھـﺬه اﻷﺣـﺪاث ﺻـﻌﺐ وﯾـﻔﻄﺮ اﻟـﻘﻠﺐ .زھـﺮة
ﺻـﺤﺎﻓـﯿّﺔ ،ﺗـﻌﻤﻞ ﺣـﺎﻟـﯿًّﺎ ﻓـﻲ وﻛـﺎﻟـﺔ روﯾـﺘﺮز .وﺛّـﻘﺖ ﺣـﺮوﺑًـﺎ ﻓـﻲ ﻛـﻞ ﻣـﻦ ﺷـﻤﺎل أﻓـﺮﯾـﻘﯿﺎ،
ﻣـﺼﻮّرة ﻓـﻮﺗـﻮﻏـﺮاﻓـﯿّﺔ ﺟـﺰاﺋـﺮﯾّـﺔ ،أو ﻣـﺼﻮّرة ِ
واﻟ ّﺸـﺮق اﻷوﺳـﻂ ،واﻟ ّﺸـﺮق اﻷدﻧـﻰ ،وﺗـﻀ ّﻤﻦ ﻋـﻤﻠﮭﺎ ﺗـﻮﺛـﯿﻖ أﻋـﻤﺎل إرھـﺎﺑـﯿّﺔ ﻋـ ّﺮﺿـﺖ ﺣـﯿﺎﺗـﮭﺎ ﻟﻠﺨـﻄﺮ .ﺧـﻼل ﻋـﻤﻠﮭﺎ ﻷﻛـﺜﺮ ﻣـﻦ 25
ﻋﺎ ًﻣﺎ ،ﺗﺴﺘﺬﻛﺮ زھﺮة اﻷﺣﺪاث اﻟّﺘﻲ ﻗﻮﻟﺒﺖ أﻓﻜﺎرھﺎ وﺳﻠﻮﻛﯿﺎﺗﮭﺎ ،وﺧﺼﻮﺻًﺎ ﺣﺒّﮭﺎ اﻟﻌﻈﯿﻢ ﻟﺒﻼدھﺎ ،ﻟﻠﺠﺰاﺋﺮ.
ﻟـﻄﺎﻟـﻤﺎ أرادت زھـﺮة أن ﺗـﺼﺒﺢ طـﺒﯿﺒﺔ ﻋـﯿﻮن ﻓـﻲ ﺻـﻐﺮھـﺎ ،وﻷﻧّـﮭﺎ ﺷـﺨﺺ ﻣـﺜﺎﺑـﺮ ،ﻟـﻢ ﺗـﻐﯿّﺮ ﻗـﺮارھـﺎ .وھـﻲ ﺗﺴـﺘﺬﻛـﺮ ﺣـﺎدﺛـﺔ
ﻣـﻦ طـﻔﻮﻟـﺘﮭﺎ زادت اھـﺘﻤﺎﻣـﮭﺎ ﺑـﺎﻟـﺘﺼﻮﯾـﺮ اﻟـﻔﻮﺗـﻮﻏـﺮاﻓـﻲ .ﻛـﺎﻧـﺖ زھـﺮة ﻓـﻲ ﺻـﻐﺮھـﺎ ﺗـﺄﺧـﺬ آﻟـﺔ اﻟـﺘﺼﻮﯾـﺮ اﻟـﺨﺎﺻـﺔ ﺑـﺄﺧـﯿﮭﺎ .ﻟـﻢ ﯾـﻌﺮ أﺧـﻮھـﺎ
اﻷﻣـﺮ اھـﺘﻤﺎ ًﻣـﺎ ّإﻻ ﻋـﻨﺪﻣـﺎ ﺗـﻜﺮر اﻷﻣـﺮ .ﻋـﻨﺪﻣـﺎ ﻻﺣـﻆ اھـﺘﻤﺎﻣـﮭﺎ ﺑـﺂﻟـﺔ اﻟـﺘﺼﻮﯾـﺮ ،اﺷـﺘﺮى ﻟـﮭﺎ واﺣـﺪة ﻟﺘﺴـﺘﺨﺪﻣـﮭﺎ ﺑـﻨﻔﺴﮭﺎ .ﺑـﺪأت زھـﺮة
ﺗﺴـﺘﺨﺪم آﻟـﺔ اﻟـﺘﺼﻮﯾـﺮ اﻟﺠـﺪﯾـﺪة ،وﻋـﻨﺪﻣـﺎ ﻛـﺎن اﻟـﻔﯿﻠﻢ ﯾـﻜﺘﻤﻞ ،ﻛـﺎن أﺧـﻮھـﺎ ﯾﺤـ ّﻤﻀﮫ .ﻟ ّ
ـﻜﻦ ذﻟـﻚ ﻟـﻢ ﯾـﺆﺛـﺮ ﻋـﻠﻰ ﻗـﺮارھـﺎ ﺑـﺪراﺳـﺔ اﻟـﻄّﺐّ  ،ﺣـﯿﺚ
ﺑﻘﯿﺖ ﻣﺼﺮّة ﻋﻠﻰ ﺧﻮض ھﺬا اﻟﻤﺴﺎر.
ﻛـﺎن ﺧـﯿﺎر زھـﺮة ﻟـﻤﮭﻨﺘﮭﺎ اﻟـﺤﺎﻟـﯿّﺔ ﺗـﻠﻘﺎﺋـﯿًّﺎ .ﻓـﻌﻨﺪﻣـﺎ أﺻـﺒﺢ ﻋـﻤﺮھـﺎ  ،20ﺗـﻮاﺻـﻠﺖ ﻣـﻌﮭﺎ ﺻـﺪﯾـﻘﺘﮭﺎ ﻟـﺘﺨﺒﺮھـﺎ ﻋـﻦ ﻓـﺮﺻـﺔ ﻋـﻤﻞ
ﺷـﺎﻏـﺮة وﻣـﺜﯿﺮة ﻟـﻼھـﺘﻤﺎم .ﻛـﺎن ھـﻨﺎك ﺟـﺮﯾـﺪة أﺧـﺒﺎر ﻣﺤـﻠﯿّﺔ ﻓـﻲ ﺻـﺪد اﻟـﺘﻌﺎﻗـﺪ ﻣـﻊ ﻣـﺼﻮر ﻓـﻮﺗـﻮﻏـﺮاﻓـﻲ ﻟـﯿﻮﺛّـﻖ اﻟـﻘﺼﺺ واﻷﺧـﺒﺎر.
اﻋـﺘﺒﺮت زھـﺮة أن اﻟـﺘﻘﺪﯾـﻢ ﻋـﻠﻰ ھـﺬه اﻟـﻮظـﯿﻔﺔ ﻓـﻜﺮة ﺟـﯿّﺪة ،ﻟـﻜﻨّﮭﺎ ﻛـﺎﻧـﺖ ﻣـﺘﺮ ّددة ﻷﻧّـﮭﺎ ﻻ ﺗـﻤﻠﻚ أﯾـﺔ ﺧـﺒﺮة ﻓـﻲ ﻣـﺠﺎل اﻟـﺘّﺼﻮﯾـﺮ اﻟـﺼﱢﺤﺎﻓـﻲ
وﻻ ﺗـﻤﻠﻚ ﺷـﮭﺎدة ﺟـﺎﻣـﻌﯿﺔ ﻓـﻲ ھـﺬا اﻟـﻤﺠﺎل .ﻋـﻨﺪﻣـﺎ ﺗـﻌﺎﻗـﺪت ﻣـﻌﮭﻢ ،ﻛـﺎن ﻟـﺪﯾـﮭﺎ اﻟـﻜﺜﯿﺮ ﻣـﻦ اﻟـﺸﻜﻮك ،ﻟـﻜﻨﮭﺎ ﻋـﻤﻠﺖ ﺑﺠـ ّﺪ ﻟـﺘﺜﺒﺖ أن ﺑـﻤﻘﺪورھـﺎ
ﻧـﻘﻞ اﻟـﻮاﻗـﻊ ﻣـﻦ ﺧـﻼل اﻟـﺘﺼﻮﯾـﺮ اﻟـﻔﻮﺗـﻮﻏـﺮاﻓـﻲّ .
إن اﻛـﺘﺴﺎب زھـﺮة ﻟـﻠﺨﺒﺮة واﺛـﺒﺎت ﻛـﻔﺎءﺗـﮭﺎ ﻓـﻲ ﺗـﻠﻚ اﻟﺠـﺮﯾـﺪة ﺧـﻼل أﺣـﺪاث ﻣـﮭﻤﺔ ﻓـﻲ
اﻟﺒﻠﺪ ﻓﺘﺢ اﻟﻄّﺮﯾﻖ أﻣﺎم ﻓﺮص أﻛﺒﺮ ﻟﮭﺎ ،ﺑﺤﯿﺚ ﺗﻢ اﻟﺘﻌﺎﻗﺪ ﻣﻌﮭﺎ ﻓﻲ روﯾﺘﺮز.
داﺋـ ًﻤﺎ ﻣـﺎ ﯾـﺘﺮك رأي أﻓـﺮاد اﻟـﻌﺎﺋـﻠﺔ أﺛـﺮًا ﻓـﻲ ذھـﻦ اﻟـ ّﺸﺨﺺ .ﻛـﺎﻧـﺖ ﻋـﺎﺋـﻠﺔ زھـﺮة داﻋـﻤﺔً ﻟـﮭﺎ ﺧـﻼل ﻧـﺸﺄﺗـﮭﺎ .ﻟـﻢ ﺗـﺸﻌﺮ ﯾـﻮ ًﻣـﺎ ﺑـﺄن
أھـﻠﮭﺎ ﺣـﻄّﻮا ﻣـﻦ ﻋـﺰﯾـﻤﺘﮭﺎ ﺗـﺠﺎه اﻟـﻠّﺤﺎق ﺑـﻤﺎ ﺗـﺤﺐّ  .وﻟـﻜﻦ ،ﺗـﻐﯿّﺮ اﻷﻣـﺮ ﻋـﻨﺪﻣـﺎ ﻗـﺮّرت اﻟـﻌﻤﻞ ﻓـﻲ ﻣـﺠﺎل اﻟـﺘّﺼﻮﯾـﺮ اﻟـﺼﱢﺤﻔﻲ اﻟ ّـﺬي ﯾـﺘﻄﻠّﺐ
وﺟـﻮدھـﺎ ﻓـﻲ ﺳـﺎﺣـﺔ اﻟـﻤﻌﺮﻛـﺔ .ﻋـﺎرض واﻟـﺪ زھـﺮة ﻗـﺮارھـﺎ ،ﻛـﺤﺎل ﺟـﻤﯿﻊ اﻷھـﻞ ،ﺧـﻮﻓًـﺎ ﻣـﻦ أن ﯾـﺼﯿﺒﮭﺎ أي ﻣـﻜﺮوه .ﻟـﻢ ﺗـﻜﻦ ﻣـﻌﺎرﺿـﺘﮫ
ﻧـﺎﺑـﻌﺔ ﻣـﻦ ﻛـﻮﻧـﮭﺎ ﻓـﺘﺎة ،ﺑـﻞ ﻓـﻘﻂ ﻷﻧـﮫ ﻻ ﯾـﺮﯾـﺪ ﻷﺣـﺪ ﻣـﻦ أوﻻده أن ﯾـﻜﻮن ﻣـﻌ ّﺮﺿًـﺎ ﻟـﻺﺻـﺎﺑـﺔ أو ﻟـﻠﻤﻮت .ﻋـﻠﻰ اﻟـ ّﺮﻏـﻢ ﻣـﻦ ذﻟـﻚ ،ﻗـﺮّرت
زھﺮـة اﻻﺳﺘـﻤﺮار ﺑﻌـﻤﻠﮭﺎ اﻟ ّﺬـي ﺑﺪـأت ﺑﮫـ وﺗﺮـﻛﺖـ ﻣﻨـﺰل واﻟﺪـﯾﮭـﺎ ﻟﺘـﺘﺎﺑﻊـ ﻣﮭـﻨﺘﮭﺎ .وﻗﺎـﻟﺖـ ﻟﻮـاﻟﺪـھﺎـ ،ﺑﺄ ّـن ﻟﺪـﯾﮭـﺎ إﯾﻤـﺎن راﺳﺦـ ﺑﺎـﻟﻘـﺪر ،وأﻧّﮫـ ﻻ
ﯾﻤﻜﻦ ﻷﺣﺪ أن ﯾﻮﻗﻒ ﻣﺎ ﺳﯿﺼﯿﺒﮫ ،ﺳﻮاء أﻛﺎن ﻓﻲ ﻏﺮﻓﺘﮫ أو ﻓﻲ ﺳﺎﺣﺔ اﻟﻤﻌﺮﻛﺔ ،وﻻ ﯾﻤﻜﻦ ﻷﺣﺪ اﻟﺮّﺟﻮع ﺑﺎﻟ ّﺰﻣﻦ ﻟﻠﻮراء.
أ ّﻣـﺎ اﻟﺤـﺪث اﻷوّل اﻟـﺒﺎرز اﻟّـﺬي ﻛـﺎن ﻋـﻠﻰ زھـﺮة ﺗـﻮﺛـﯿﻘﮫ ھـﻮ اﻟﺤـﺮب اﻟﺠـﺰاﺋـﺮﯾّـﺔ ) (2002-1991ﺣـﯿﺚ ﻋـﺰﻣـﺖ زھـﺮة ﻋـﻠﻰ
اﻟﺘّﺤـﻠّﻲ ﺑـﺎﻟـ ّﺸﺠﺎﻋـﺔ ﻟﺘﺘﺤـ ّﺪى واﻗـﻌﮭﺎ ﻛـﻮن ﻣـﺤﯿﻄﮭﺎ ﻟـﻢ ﯾـﻜﻦ ﻣـ ّﺸﺠﻌًﺎ ﻟـﺬھـﺎﺑـﮭﺎ إﻟـﻰ ﺳـﺎﺣـﺔ اﻟـﻤﻌﺮﻛـﺔ وﺗـﺼﻮﯾـﺮ اﻷﺣـﺪاث .وھـﻲ ﺗـﺬﻛـﺮ ﺑـﻮﺿـﻮح
اﻟﺼّﻮر اﻷوﻟﻰ اﻟّﺘﻲ اﻟﺘﻘﻄﺘﮭﺎ ،واﻻﻧﮭﯿﺎر اﻟَﺬي ﻣﺮّت ﺑﮫ ﻋﻨﺪ اﻟﺘﻘﺎطﮭﺎ.
وھـﻲ ﺗـﻔﯿﺪ ﺑـﺄﻧـﮭﺎ ﻟـﻮ ﻟـﻢ ﺗـﻘﻢ ﺑﺘﺤـﻤﯿﺾ اﻷﻓـﻼم اﻟـﻔﻮﺗـﻮﻏـﺮاﻓـﯿّﺔ وﺳـﻂ اﻟـﻔﻮﺿـﻰ ،ﻟـﻤﺎ واﺻـﻠﺖ ﻣﺴـﯿﺮﺗـﮭﺎ اﻟـﻤﮭﻨﯿﺔ ﻛـﻤﺼﻮرة
ﺻـﺤﻔﯿّﺔ .ﻓـﻌﻠﻰ اﻟـﺮﻏـﻢ ﻣـﻦ ﺧـﻮﻓـﮭﺎ ﻣـﻦ ﺗﺤـﻤﯿﺾ اﻟـﻔﯿﻠﻢ ﻓـﻲ ذﻟـﻚ اﻟـﯿﻮم ،ﻗـﺮرت ﺻـﺪﯾـﻘﺔ زھـﺮة ﺗﺤـﻤﯿﺾ اﻟـﻔﯿﻠﻢ ﻟـﮭﺎ ﻷﻧـﮭﺎ ﻛـﺎﻧـﺖ ﺗـﻌﻠﻢ ﻣـﺪى
ِ
أھـﻤﯿﺘﮫ ﺑـﺎﻟﻨﺴـﺒﺔ إﻟـﯿﮭﺎ .اﺳـﺘﯿﻘﻈﺖ زھـﺮة ﻓـﻲ اﻟـﯿﻮم اﻟـﺘﺎﻟـﻲ ﻟﺘﺠـﺪ ﻣـﺸﺎﻋـﺮ ﻣـﺨﺘﻠﻔﺔ ﺗـﺨﺘﻠﺠﮭﺎ ،وﻛـﺎﻧـﺖ ﻋـﻠﻰ اﺳـﺘﻌﺪاد ﻟـﻤﻮاﺟـﮭﺔ أي ﺗﺤـ ﱟﺪ ﻗـﺪ ﯾـﻨﺸﺄ
ﻓـﻲ ﺣـﯿﺎﺗـﮭﺎ اﻟـﻤﮭﻨﯿﺔ .ھـﺬا اﻟﺤـﺪث ،ﺑـﺎﻋـﺘﺒﺎره اﻷول ﻟـﮭﺎ ،ﺗـﻜﺮر ﻋـﻠﻰ ﻣـﺮ اﻟـﺴﻨﯿﻦ ﺧـﻼل اﻷﺣـﺪاث اﻟـﻜﺒﺮى اﻷﺧـﺮى ﻓـﻲ ﻣـﺨﺘﻠﻒ أﻧـﺤﺎء
اﻟـﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ اﻟـﻌﺮﺑـﯿﺔ .ﺗـﺘﺬﻛـﺮ زھـﺮة وﺟـﻮدھـﺎ ﻓـﻲ ﻟـﺒﻨﺎن ﺧـﻼل ﺣـﺮب  2006ﺿـﺪ إﺳـﺮاﺋـﯿﻞ .وﺗـﻌﯿﺪ رواﯾـﺔ اﻟـﻘﺼﺔ ﻋـﻨﺪﻣـﺎ وﺛّـﻘﺖ ﻗـﺼﻒ ﻣـﻨﻄﻘﺔ
ﻗﺎﻧﺎ ﻓﻲ ﺟﻨﻮب ﻟﺒﻨﺎن .اﻟﺪﻣﻮع ﻧﻔﺴﮭﺎ ﺗُﺬرف ﻛ ّﻞ ﻣﺮّة؛ ﺗﻌﻠﻤﺖ زھﺮة ﻛﯿﻒ ﺗﺘﺨﻄﻰ ﻋﻮاطﻔﮭﺎ ّ
ﻷن اﻟﻌﺎﻟﻢ ﻛﺎن ﯾﻨﺘﻈﺮ اﻟﻘﺼﺔ.

ﺧـﻼل ﻋـﻤﻠﮭﺎ ﻓـﻲ اﻟﺠـﺰاﺋـﺮ ،ﻟـﻢ ﺗـﻮاﺟـﮫ زھـﺮة أي ﺗـﻤﯿﯿﺰ ﻛـﻮﻧـﮭﺎ اﻣـﺮأة ﻓـﻲ ﻣـﺠﺎل اﻟـﺼﱟ ﺤﺎﻓـﺔ .وھـﻲ ﺗـﻌﺘﻘﺪ أن اﻟـﻤﺮأة ﻻ ﯾـﻨﻈﺮ إﻟـﯿﮭﺎ
ﻋـﻠﻰ أﻧـﮭﺎ أدﻧـﻰ ﻣـﺮﺗـﺒﺔ ﻓـﻲ ھـﺬا اﻟـﻤﺠﺎل ﻷن اﻟـﻤﺠﺘﻤﻊ ﯾﮭـﺪف إﻟـﻰ ﺗﻨﺸـﺌﺔ ﻧـﺴﺎء ﻗـﻮﯾـﺎت ﻣﺴـﺘﻘﻼت .ﺗـﺘﺬﻛـﺮ زھـﺮة أﻧـﮭﺎ ذھـﺒﺖ ﻓـﻲ رﺣـﻠﺔ
ﻋـﻤﻞ إﻟـﻰ اﻟـﻌﺮاق أﺛـﻨﺎء اﻟـﻨﺰاﻋـﺎت ﺣـﯿﺚ ﺗـﻠﻘﺖ ﺗـﻌﻠﯿﻘًﺎ ﻛـﺎرھًـﺎ ﻟـﻠﻤﺮأة ﻣـﻦ زﻣـﯿﻞ ﻟـﮭﺎ .ﻟـﻢ ﯾـﻜﻦ ﻣـﻦ اﻟﺴﮭـﻞ ﺳـﻤﺎع طـﻠﺐ ﻋـﻮدﺗـﮭﺎ إﻟـﻰ اﻟـﻤﻨﺰل
ﻷﻧـﮭﺎ اﻣـﺮأة .زھـﺮة ،ﺑـﺸﺨﺼﯿﺘﮭﺎ اﻟـﻘﻮﯾـﺔ ،ﻗـﺎوﻣـﺖ وداﻓـﻌﺖ ﻋـﻦ ﺣـﻘﮭﺎ .رﻓـﻀﺖ أن ﯾُـﻘﺎل ﻟـﮭﺎ ﻣـﺎ ﯾـﺠﺐ أن ﺗـﻔﻌﻠﮫ ﻋـﻠﻰ أﺳـﺎس ﺟـﻨﺴﮭﺎ .وھـﻲ
ﺗﺴﻠﻂ اﻟﻀﻮء ﻋﻠﻰ ﺗﻠﻘﯿﮭﺎ اﻟﺪﻋﻢ ﻣﻦ ﻣﺸﺮﻓﮭﺎ ﻓﻲ روﯾﺘﺮز ﻓﻲ ذﻟﻚ اﻟﻮﻗﺖ اﻟﺬي ﻟﻢ ﯾﻘﺒﻞ أي ﻧﻮع ﻣﻦ اﻟﺘﻤﯿﯿﺰ.
ﺗـﺸﻌﺮ زھـﺮة أن ﺗـﺎرﯾـﺦ ﺑـﻼدھـﺎ أو ﻣـﺎ ﺳـﺎھـﻤﺖ ﻓـﯿﮫ ﻻ ﯾـﺰال ﻣـﺠﮭﻮﻻً .ﺗـﻘ ّﺮ ﺑـﺄن اﻟـﻌﺪﯾـﺪ ﻣـﻦ اﻻﺧـﺘﺮاﻋـﺎت ﻧـﺸﺄت ﻣـﻦ اﻟـﻤﻨﻄﻘﺔ
اﻟـﻌﺮﺑـﯿﺔ ﻣـﻦ ﺧـﻼل ﻋـﻠﻤﺎء ﻋـﺮب وﻣﺴـﻠﻤﯿﻦ ،ﻟـﻜﻦ اﻟـﻘﻠﯿﻞ ﻓـﻘﻂ ﯾـﺘﺬﻛـﺮون ذﻟـﻚ .وﻋـﻠﻰ اﻟـﺮﻏـﻢ ﻣـﻦ ﺣـﺒﮭﺎ اﻟـﻌﻈﯿﻢ ﻟﻠﺠـﺰاﺋـﺮ ،ﻓﮭـﻲ ﺗـﻌﺘﻘﺪ أن
اﻟـﻤﺪارس ﺗـﺆ ّدي دورًا ﻓـﻲ ﺑـﻨﺎء أﺟـﯿﺎل ﺗـﺤﺐ اﻟـﺒﻼد دون ﻗـﯿﺪ أو ﺷـﺮط ،وﻣـﻦ دون أن ﺗـﺘﻤﻜﻦ ﻣـﻦ اﻧـﺘﻘﺎد أي ﻣـﺨﺎﻟـﻔﺎت .ھـﺬا اﻷﻣـﺮ،
ﺑﺤﺴـﺐ زھـﺮة ،ﯾﺴـﺒﺐ اﻟـﺼﺮاﻋـﺎت وﯾـﺆدي ﺑـﺎﻟـﻨﺎس إﻟـﻰ ﻣـﻐﺎدرة اﻟـﺒﻼد ﻋـﻨﺪﻣـﺎ ﯾـﺸﻌﺮون أن ﺛـﻤﺔ ﺷـﻲء ﻏـﯿﺮ ﺻـﺤﯿﺢ ،ﺑـﺪﻻً ﻣـﻦ اﻟـﺒﻘﺎء
واﻟﻨﻀﺎل ﻣﻦ أﺟﻞ اﻹﺻﻼح.
إذا ﻛـﺎﻧـﺖ ھـﻨﺎك ﺻـﻔﺔ واﺣـﺪة ﺗـﺮﯾـﺪ زھـﺮة أن ﺗـﺘﻤﺘﻊ ﺑـﮭﺎ اﻟـﻔﺘﯿﺎت ،ﻓﺴـﺘﻜﻮن اﻟـﺼﺪق ﻷﻧّـﮭﺎ ﺗـﻌﺘﻘﺪ أن ﻋـﺪم اﻟﺘّﺤـﻠّﻲ ﺑـﺎﻟـﺼّﺪق ﻟـﻦ
ﯾـﺴﻤﺢ ﻷي ﻓـﺘﺎة أن ﺗـﻘﻮد ﺣـﯿﺎة ﻣـﮭﻨﯿﺔ ﻣـﺜﻤﺮة وأن ﺗـﻌﯿﺶ ﺣـﯿﺎة ﺳـﻠﯿﻤﺔ .ﻣـﻦ ﺧـﻼل ﺗـﺠﺎرب ﻋـﻤﻠﮭﺎ ،رأت زھـﺮة ﻋـﻦ ﻛـﺜﺐ ﻛـﯿﻒ ﺗﺴـﺒﺐ
اﻟـﻜﺬب ﻓـﻲ إﺣـﺪاث ﺗـﺄﺛـﯿﺮات ھـﺎﺋـﻠﺔ ﻋـﻠﻰ ﺣـﯿﺎة اﻟـﻨﺎس وﻋـﻠﻰ ﻋـﻘﻮﻟـﮭﻢ .ھـﻲ ﺗـﻨﺎﻗـﺶ اﻟـﺼﺪق ﻣـﻦ ﻣـﻨﺤﯿﺎن .اﻟـﻤﻨﺤﻰ اﻷول ﯾﺘﺠـﻠّﻰ ﻓـﻲ اﻟـﺼﺪق
ﻣـﻊ اﻟـﺬات واﻻﺳـﺘﻤﺎع إﻟـﻰ ﺻـﻮت اﻟـﻌﻘﻞ ،واﻟـﺜﺎﻧـﻲ ﯾـﺘﺒﯿّﻦ ﻓـﻲ اﻟـﺼﺪق ﻓـﻲ اﻟـﻌﻤﻞ واﻟـﺘﺼﻮﯾـﺮ اﻟـﺤﻘﯿﻘ ّﻲ ﻟـﻠﻮاﻗـﻊ .ﻻﺣـﻈﺖ زھـﺮة أن ھـﺬا
اﻷﺧﯿﺮ ﺻﻌﺐ ﻓﻲ ﻋﺎﻟﻤﻨﺎ اﻟﯿﻮم ،ﺣﯿﺚ ﯾﺘﻢ اﺳﺘﺨﺪام اﻟﻔﻮﺗﻮﺷﻮب ﻓﻲ اﻟﺘﺼﻮﯾﺮ اﻟﺼﱢﺤﻔﻲ وﻧﺸﺮ اﻟﻤﻌﻠﻮﻣﺎت اﻟﻤﺰﯾﻔﺔ.
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